So                  Anli-Theistic Theories.
accordingly put to himself the question, What is matter? The result was, that he found matter in the materialist sense virtually to vanish. He found that we know nothing of matter in itself; that what we know is what he calls "the seeming," " the apparition," " the phenomenon ;" that colour is just what is seen, sound just what is heard, but not inherent qualities of objects independent of seeing and hearing ; that the matter which he supposed to cause by its motions in our senses these and other perceptions of the material world we cannot see, hear, or apprehend by any sense. No human sense has ever laid hold of it, or can describe a single quality it possesses. It is something utterly mysterious and unknown. Hobbes confessed all this. What right, then, had he to say that this mysterious matter was the substance and explanation of the world ? None at all. Nay, had he been consistent he would have refused wholly to admit its existence. He would have said it was useless and unprovable. He would have been an idealist
Besides, while Hobbes excluded religion from the sphere of what can be proved, he accepted it as matter of faith. He severed it from reason to rest it on authority. And in thus denying theology to be rational knowledge he did no more than Descartes and little more than Bacon, whose principles did not so logically lead to this issue as